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What is the SACE?
• SACE acronym for South Australian Certificate of Education

• Secondary school completion certificate in SA

• Internationally recognised

• Helps lead to work, training, or further study

• Recognises learning and skills both in and outside school

• You get credit for other academic studies, vocational training, skilled work and 
community learning



How do I get my SACE?
1. Gain 200 credits (minimum)

Including

2. Pass compulsory subjects (C- or better)

 Exploring Identities & Futures (EIF)
 1 semester of Stage 1 Mathematics
 2 semesters of Stage 1 English
 Activating Identities and Futures (AIF)



Minimum 200 credits?
10 SACE credits for every semester subject completed at Stage 1 
& Stage 2

• Stage 1 = Year 11 level

• Stage 2 = Year 12 level

130 Stage 1 credits
(Equivalent of 13 single semester subjects)

70 Stage 2 credits
(3 ½  whole year subjects)

NB - To get an ATAR most people need MORE than 200 credits

How many credits do you need at each level? (For SACE completion only)



How do I get 200(min)  credits?
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 Pass compulsory subjects 
       (10 credits Stage 1 EIF, 10 credits Stage 1 Maths, 20 credits Stage 1 English, 10 credits Stage 2 AIF)

 Free choice for all remaining credits
          (minimum is 90 extra credits at Stage 1 and 60 extra credits at Stage 2)
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Free choice – combination 
of single semester or whole 
year Stage 1 subjects that 
total 90 credits (minimum)

Free choice of Stage 2 
subjects that total 60 credits 

(minimum)
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Common SACE questions…
Can students get more than 200 SACE credits?  Yes, often

How and why?
• All Year 10 students do Stage 1 EIF and then a semester of Stage 1 Integrated Learning in Year 10

• Yr 10 students sometimes select Stage 1 subjects for electives (subject to meeting pre-requisites)

• To pursue a broad range of subjects in Year 11 to work out what they enjoy doing the most before Yr 12

• You can get SACE credits for other things that you do outside of the classroom (VET courses, Duke of 

Edinburgh awards, approved AMEB music exams, community learning, etc)

Are more SACE credits better?  No, but it can allow students to experience a 
wider range of subjects before they choose their final Stage 2 subjects, which then determine the ATAR.

Can Stage 2 credits replace Stage 1 credits? Yes, but not the other way 
around (see next slide)



Example of SACE completion #1
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Example SACE completion #2
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Stage 2 Biology could be used for Stage 1 
credits 
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What is the Australian Tertiary 
Admissions Rank? (ATAR)

• A measure of how your overall achievement in the SACE 
compared to other students

• Used by universities to select school leavers for a place in 
university courses

• Ranges from 0 to 99.95

• University Aggregate is based on the best 4 ½ Yr 12 
subjects



SACE completion & ATAR Example #1
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SACE completion & ATAR Example #2
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How is the ATAR calculated?

EXAMPLE 1: A student receives the following scaled scores.

Stage 2 Subjects  English Chemistry Creative Arts Film 
Making

Food & 
Hospitality AIF

SACE credits 20 20 20 20 10

Grade A B+ A A+ A

Scaled Score 18.6 17.1 17.8 19.3 9.05

University Aggregate (out of 90)    =  81.85
ATAR (based on 2024 conversion)                    ≈  95.65

https://satac.edu.au/scaling 

https://satac.edu.au/scaling


Common ATAR questions

What if I do extra Year 12 subjects? (eg more than 4 ½  )
A computer automatically generates your best possible score – your top 
4 ½ out of how many you have done

Do I have to do all my Year 12 subjects in the same year?
No

Does having extra SACE credits mean that I get a higher ATAR?
No

Is it better to do extra Stage 2 subjects?
No simple answer – it depends on the individual and how they can 
understand/be assessed on the content. 



Subject Selection
Important points to remember:

Gather information

 - what courses are you interested in?
 - prerequisites, assumed knowledge
 - talk to the Careers Counsellors, 

Heads of Faculty, Heads of House, teachers

Use the SATAC guide 
https://www.satac.edu.au/satac-publications

https://www.satac.edu.au/satac-publications


Online Subject Choices
• Web preferences – username and password

• Need to choose 120 credits (AIF compulsory – not included in this online tally)

• Preference 1 – English Literature, English, Essential English or EAL 
(20 credits)

• Preference 2 – Specialist Mathematics & Mathematical 
    Methods (40 credits)

    Mathematical Methods   (20 credits)
    General Mathematics     (20 credits)
    Essential Mathematics   (20 credits)
    (NB – 10 credits at year 11 means no year 12 mathematics pathway)

• Students will then select an additional 80 credits worth of subjects



Year 12 subjects
• Studying a Year 12 subject ahead of time

• Must meet pre-requisite of A Grade at Stage 1.

• Choose appropriately e.g Year 12 Biology



Subject Information

• 20 credit only subjects – Semester 1 & 2 (Eg French, Chinese, Physics, Chemistry)

• Some subjects are 20 credits or 10 credits (Eg Physical Education can be studied 
for the whole year or for one semester only)

• Some subjects are only 10 credits

• Certificate III in Sport Coaching*

* Full year commitment. Limited places- Interview process and $750 payment (will be returned upon 
successful completion.) Student will need to commit to hours outside of school in coaching roles.



Future pathways

Belinda Sorensen  Cameron & Douglas

Samantha Smith   Campbell & Gordon

Janet Rainey      McGregor & Stewart



• 

Pathways after school 
• University Courses 
• Requires completion of Year 12 & required ATAR
• May have additional entrance requirements (UCAT, 

portfolio of work, audition, interview, prerequisites, etc)

Higher Education 
Sector

• Vocational Skills and TAFE courses (Cert II, Cert III, 
  Cert IV, Diploma, etc)
• Can lead into uni courses (eg Bachelor degree)
• Range of entrance requirements

VET/TAFE Sector

The Workforce
•  Requires getting a job (application, interview, etc)
•  Straight into earning money
•  May require on the job training



Morrisby & Careers Exploration
What are we looking for?



Morrisby Profile



Morrisby Profile



Suggestions
to explore



Career content?



Researching University Degrees
• Required ATAR / Selection rank

• Entry requirements? (UCAT? Interview? Audition? Portfolio?)

• Prerequisite subjects?

• Assumed knowledge?

• Any other pathways to same area? (ie Plan B? Non ATAR pathways?)

• If planning university in Vic or Qld, need English at Year 12

• What content is included in each course?



ATAR? Selection Rank?



Grades-based entry pathways



Prerequisite subjects/Assumed Knowledge

Prerequisite – must pass at Yr 12
 
Assumed – recommended but not required



Content of University Degrees



Where do I find university courses?
South Australia/NT -   www.satac.edu.au

Interstate:

Victoria  (VTAC)   www.vtac.edu.au
NSW & ACT (UAC)  www.uac.edu.au

Western Australia (TISC)  www.tisc.edu.au

Queensland (QTAC)  www.qtac.edu.au

Tasmania   www.utas.edu.au
Plus website of private universities like Bond, Torrens, Tabor, etc

http://www.satac.edu.au/
http://www.uac.edu.au/
http://www.utas.edu.au/


Vocational Education Training (VET)
VET@Scotch (Group on Scotch Life) https://app.scotch.sa.edu.au/homepage/3152/ 

Students who are suited to VET courses:
• Have a demonstrated commitment to developing particular vocational skills

• Are aiming to enter a trade or skill-based industry after school

• Are able to manage the demands of a more flexible timetable in Year 11 or Year 12 without 
compromising performance in other subjects

Other subject options may provide extra flexibility, extension or learning support that would be more 
suitable. 

Not all courses offer Stage 2 SACE credits, and applications are required (mostly) 5 or 6 months ahead

Information on Scotch Life page “VET@Scotch” (costs, RTO’s, etc)

https://app.scotch.sa.edu.au/homepage/3152/


Benefits of a VET course
• Develop practical skills and understanding in a specific area of vocational 

interest.

• Demonstrated pursuit of vocational expertise is impressive for future employers. 

• Some courses can lead specifically to entry pathways into apprenticeships or 
traineeships and help build industry contacts.



Challenges of a VET course
• Some VET courses require students to miss school each week. 
• The location of courses can cause transport and logistical difficulties compared 
• Cocurricular commitments may be impacted by the VET course.
• Some VET courses require the completion of compulsory work experience placements.
• Different Registered Training Organisations (RTOs) can be inconsistent in the level of 

support and personalised education provided to students. 
• Online VET courses require exceptional time-management and motivation to complete 

within the required time frame, often with minimal support from the RTO. Scotch does not 
support online VET courses.



VET Application Process
1. Download “VET Expression of Interest" from Scotch Life (or from VET Coordinator)

2. Complete fully (including USI & parent signatures)

3. Return to your VET Coordinator

4. Attend a meeting with VET Coordinator and a parent/caregiver to discuss application
PLEASE NOTE:

• Choosing “VET” in online subject choice must be accompanied by this process

• Applications for a VET course require completed and documented work experience before being lodged online (by early Term 3)



Stage 1 Subject offerings.



Mathematics- Mr Jarrad Strain



English- Mr Michael Rodenburg
• English Pre-Literary Studies (20 

credits)
• English (20 credits)
• Essential English (20 credits)
• English as an Additional 

Language (20 credits)

* Students must pass 20 credits of Stage 
1 English



Sciences- Dr Melissa Lavender





Humanities- Mr David Albano
• Media Studies (10 credits)
• Geography (10 credits)
• Business Innovation (10 credits)
• Economics (10 credits)
• Philosophy (10 credits)
• Modern History (10 or 20 credits)



HPE- Mr Stuart Wuttke
• Physical Education (10 or 20 credits)

• Health & Wellbeing (10 credits)

• Outdoor Education studies (10 credits)

• Sport Science (10 credits) {Science/ PE}

• Certificate III in Sport Coaching (60 credits)*

*Limited places, interview process, need to commit to 2-3 hours of 
coaching outside of school hours per week at times. A $750 payment is 
required which is returned upon completion.



TVA- Ms Amanda Johnson



Languages- Ms Jessica Powell
• Stage 1 French (Continuers) 20 Credits

• Stage 1 Chinese (Background) 20 Credits

• Stage 1 Chinese (Continuers) 20 Credits

• Languages – Beginner’s courses in Chinese, 
French, German, Indonesian, Japanese, 
Korean, Italian, Spanish 
https://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au/languages/

https://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au/languages/


Music- Mr Wes Brice
• Music Advanced (10 or 20 

credits)
• Music Experience (10 or 20 

credits)



Theatre Arts- Ms Nicola Triglau
• Dance (20 credits) 
• Drama (10 or 20 credits)



Where to find more information
• Heads of Faculty are present.
• Students in Term 3 will attend talks by Heads of Faculty with 

details of each subject.

• Curriculum guides on website.

Scotch website  Our School  Teaching and Learning

Curriculum Guides available (contain content of each subject, 
assessment)





Term 3
• Online subject selection forms sent will be sent out during Week 1 

Term 3

• Students will attend a meeting with Head of Teaching & Learning, 
Head of House and Careers Counsellor to review subject selections 
prior to submission.

• Subject selections require parent approval.

• Subject choices due Thursday 14th  August, 2025 (week 4)

• Workplace Learning Term 3, Week 6 (5 days)

• Any questions, please ask



Question and Answers

Mark Goreham (Head of Teaching & Learning) mgoreham@scotch.sa.edu.au
Liana Hockenhull (SACE Coordinator) lhockenhull@scotch.sa.edu.au
Jarrad Strain (Mathematics) jstrain@scotch.sa.edu.au
Melissa Lavender (Science) mlavender@scotch.sa.edu.au
Michael Rodenburg (English) mrodenburg@scotch.sa.edu.au
David Albano (Humanities) dalbano@scotch.sa.edu.au
Stuart Wuttke (HPE) swuttke@scotch.sa.edu.au
Jessica Powell (Languages) jpowell@scotch.sa.edu.au

Amanda Johnson (Technologies & Visual Arts) ajohnson@scotch.sa.edu.au
Nicola Triglau (Theatre Arts) ntriglau@scotch.sa.edu.au
Wes Brice (Music) wbrice@scotch.sa.edu.au
Careers/VET – bsorensen@scotch.sa.edu.au  ssmith@scotch.sa.edu.au  jrainey@scotch.sa.edu.au

mailto:mgoreham@scotch.sa.edu.au
mailto:okumar@scotch.sa.edu.au
mailto:mrodenburg@scotch.sa.edu.au
mailto:dalbano@scotch.sa.edu.au
mailto:swuttke@scotch.sa.edu.au
mailto:ajohnson@scotch.sa.edu.au
mailto:ntriglau@scotch.sa.edu.au
mailto:wbrice@scotch.sa.edu.au
mailto:bsorensen@scotch.sa.edu.au
mailto:ssmith@scotch.sa.edu.au
mailto:jrainey@scotch.sa.edu.au
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